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Important Notice—Hour and W 
Legislation 


Because of the rapidly developing legislative situa- 
tion on the Black-Connery hours and wages bill, out- 
lined in last week's Inrormation Letter, President 
Dulany has called a joint meeting of the Administra- 
tive Council, Legislative Committee, and representa- 
tives of state and regional associations in Washington 
June 10th to formulate industry policy. All canners 
are invited to forward by wire or airmail their views 
or suggestions in respect to this legislation to the Ad- 
ministrative Council, care of the Association's Wash- 
ington office. 


CONGRESS SUMMARY 


House Passes Relief Bill—Hearings on Labor Meas- 
ure—Status of Bills of Interest to Canners 


The emergency relief appropriation bill authorizing 
$1,500,000,000 for relief purposes was passed by the 
House on June Ist after extended debate, and on the same 
day the House, followed by the Senate, voted to override 
the President’s veto of a bill that would again extend the 
five-year war-risk term insurance. Congress also received 
on Monday a Presidential message requesting that a joint 
committee of Congress be named to investigate income tax 
evasions. Shortly thereafter a resolution to establish such 
a committee was adopted. 


As noted elsewhere in the Letter the Senate passed and 
sent to the House at the beginning of the week a bill to 
include honeybees in the marketing agreement and orders 
sections of the Agricultural Adjustment Act. 


On June 3rd President Roosevelt transmitted another mes- 
sage, long expected, in which he recommended consideration 
at this session of Congress of a program setting up seven 
revional authorities for the control of the nation’s natural 
resources. The message was followed by the introduction of 
companion bills in the House and Senate, S. 2555 by Senator 
Norris of Nebraska and H. R. 7365 by Representative Mans- 
fiell of Texas. The seven new authorities would be similar 
to the present Tennessee Valley Authority. 


‘he joint committee hearings on the administration labor 
bil! which had been tentatively scheduled to open Tuesday, 
Jun» Ist, commenced on Wednesday with Assistant Attorney 
Ge cral Robert H. Jackson, testifying in favor of the bill 
and expressing assurance that the measure would be held 
constitutional. 

On Thursday the joint committee heard Robert Johnson, 
President of the surgical and medical equipment house of 
Johoson & Johnson, speak in approval of the proposal, 
urging a 30-hour week for as many industries as possible. 


Leon Henderson, former director of the N. R. A. research 
and planning division, and now an economist with the Works 
Progress Administration, told the Committee that a 30-hour 
work week would bring about the reemployment of 7,500,000 
to 8,000,000 persons. He estimated that a 40-hour week 
would result in the reemployment of 1,500,000 persons. 


Others who expressed general approval of the bill but 
suggested various changes were John G. Paine, chairman 
of the management group of the Council for Industrial 
Progress and Paul S. Hanway, representing the National 
Can and Tube Association. 

Delegate Dimond’s bill (H. R. 5860), which would limit 
stake or set net fishing for salmon in the Bristol Bay area 
of Alaska to persons who have theretofore continuously 
resided within that area for a period of five years, was favor- 
ably reported by the House Committee on Merchant Marine 
and Fisheries, on June 2nd. 

Subcommittee consideration of food and drug legislation 
is still being deferred owing to the fact that the subcommittee 
in charge of the Wheeler-Lea bill to amend the Federal 
Trade Commission Act has not finished rewriting the pro- 
visions for the control of food and drug advertising and for 
the establishment of penalties. These two subcommittees of 
the House Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee are 
practically identical in their membership. 

No action has yet been taken on the bill (H. R. 6964) to 
standardize and limit the number of can sizes, noted in the 
Letrer for May 15th, proposed by Representative Sauthoff 
of Wisconsin. It is understood that he plans to urge com- 
mittee hearings on the proposal. 


Chairman Bland of the House Committee on Merchant 
Marine and Fisheries introduced on May 25th a redraft of 
his proposal to promote the cooperative production and 

(Continued on page 5270) 


Broadcast on Canning Industry 

The Association is advised by F. H. Rawls, Chief of 
the Foodstuffs Division of the Bureau of Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce, that a fifteen-minute radio address 
on the canning and peserving industry will be broad- 
cast over the coast-to-coast network of the Columbia 
Broadcasting System on Saturday afternoon, June 19th, 
from 2:30 to 2:45. 

The address will be given by Harry R. Daniel of the 
Department of Commerce, and is one of the series of 
Saturday afternoon broadcasts that the Department 
has been giving on the trend and development of great 
American industries. 

Canners should make note of the date and hour of 
this address because it is one to which all canners will 
wish to listen. 
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Processes for Non-Acid Canned Foods 


The third edition of Bulletin 26-L on “Processes for Non- 
Acid Canned Foods in Metal Containers” has been received 
from the printer and is being mailed to members of the 
Association. Additional copies are available for members 


who desire them. 

Since the publication of the last edition of this bulletin in 
1931 it has been found advisable to change the processes sug- 
gested for some products, partly because of changes that 
have occurred in canning procedure, and partly because of 
additional experimental work by the laboratories that have 
contributed the information on which the bulletin is based. 


Publicity for President Dulany’s Address 


“Domestic Commerce,” a fortnightly bulletin issued by the 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, reproduced in 
its issue for May 30th a number of excerpts from the address 
by President Ralph O. Dulany before the U. S. Wholesale 
Grocers Association, in which he discussed the labeling ques- 
tion. The bulletin also stated that copies of the address are 
available from the National Canners Association. 


Publications Issued on Women’s Employment 


Two publications dealing with women’s employment in 
Tennessee and West Virginia, respectively, have recently been 
issued by the Women’s Bureau of the U. S. Department of 
Labor. The report on Tennessee (Bulletin No. 149) covers 
employment in 267 manufacturing and other establishments, 
such as stores, laundries, hotels, etc. The food products es- 
tablishments included bakeries and candy-making plants. 
The report on West Virginia (Bulletin No. 150) covers 199 
establishments, including three food products plants. 

The data in the publications relate chiefly to hours and 
wages, along with information on working conditions. The 
bulletins may be purchased for 10 cents each from the 
Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D. C. 


Employment and Prices 


Payrolls and employment both were much higher in April 
than in March. The increase in payrolls, however, was 
greater than the increase in employment. For all industries, 
payrolls advanced about 244 per cent more than employ- 
ment during the month. In the canning industry, the in- 
crease in payrolls was much more pronounced than for all 
industries. In March of this year, employment and payrolls 
in the canning industry stood at about 89.5 per cent of the 
1923-25 level. April employment was up to 111.2 per cent, 
or 21.6 per cent higher than March. Payrolls, on the other 
hand, were up to 115 per cent for April, or 25.5 per cent 
higher than March. The increase in payrolls was, therefore, 
about 4 per cent greater than the increase in employment. 
This indiéates that wages in the canning industry have been 
advanced sufficiently to make a substantial increase in the 
payroll index. 


The following indexes on employment and prices are the 
latest now available. For employment and payrolls they 
are based on the average for 1923-25 as 100 per cent, while 
for wholesale prices 1926 is taken as 100 per cent. 


Employment Payrolls 

A March A April March A 
N57 1937 1936 B57 1937 136 
All industries... ... 102.2 101.1 89.1 104.8 101.1 79.3 
ae 111.2 89.6 94.2 115.0 89.5 80.7 

Wholesale Prices 

May 22 May 15 May 23 May 25 

1937 (1935 


All commodities. ......... 87.4 86.9 78.2 80.3 


Japan Increases Sardine Exports 


The anticipated increase in the Japanese canned sardine 
production and exports for 1937 appears to be on the way 
toward realization, according to the American commercial 
attache at Tokyo. For the first 3 months of the year ex- 
ports amounted to 469,996 cases, of which 104,103 were 
Chosen products. This is a gain of 198,046 cases in compari- 
son with the corresponding period of the previous year. A 
large portion of this is due to the replacement of the Ameri- 
can product in the South Seas region. The Export Associa- 
tion expects to realize its aim of 1,300,000 cases for 1937. 
As the following figures show, the increases are by no means 
confined to the South Seas region. The following table 
shows the market distribution: 

Jan.-Mar. Jan.-Mar, 


1937 1936 
Kwantung Terri 103 201 
102, 738 30, 489 
140,986 60,236 


4,700 
15,210 


Correction 


The rate of dues to be charged Canadian affiliates of mem- 
ber firms of the National Canners Association was in- 
correctly stated in the report of the meeting of the Board 
of Directors. The Board approved the recommendation 
of the Administrative Council that “Canadian affiliates of 
member firms of the National Canners Association be 
charged membership dues at a rate equal to 50 per cent 
of the dues charged American members for products packed 
in the United States, the reason being that Canadian affiliates 
of members cannot receive all of the services given mem 


bers in the United States.” 
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Temperature and Rainfall Records 


The following table gives the average temperature and 
total rainfall for the principal pea-growing districts for each 
of the last two weeks, as shown by the U. S. Weather Bureau 
reports for selected stations in these districts: 


Week ended Week ended 
May 25, 1937 June 1, 1937 


District 
Temp. Rain Temp. 

$6 1.8 65 

Western New York............... 59 3 67 6 
South Central Ohio............... 63 8 74 7 
63 8 76 1 
Northern Illinois, Southern Wisconsin 58 a 71 6 
Southern Minnesota............... 58 2.5 69 9 
Northern Colorado................ 64 
Northwestern Washington......... 56 1 57 1 
Southeastern Washington.......... 6l 1 62 0 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


ted by the Bureau of Agricultural 
of Agriculture 


Week es Season total to— 
May 29, May 29, May 22, May 29, May 29, 
VEGETABLES 1936 ©1937 = 1937 1936 1937 


Carlot Shipments as R 
Economics, 


Beans, snapandlima 291 437 363 6,356 104 
, “i 1,485 1,185 1,380 10,649 11,614 
Green peas......... 148 WT 416 3,890 3,134 
4 3 9 17,397 8,090 
Others: 
Domestic, com 
ing directly. . 3, 454 3,307 4,598 109,222 111,725 
Imports, competing— 
0 1 1 1,845 1,726 
Indirectly...... 1 1 10 169 157 
Fruits 


2,621 2,788 
16 20 


96,145 111,156 
569 184 
27,300 
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Navy to Buy Canned Foods 


The Navy Department is asking for bids on a number of 
canned food products for delivery at various East and West 
Coast points. Copies of schedules on which to submit bids 
may be obtained from the Bureau of Supplies and Accounts, 
Navy Department, Washington, D. C. The articles on which 
bids are sought, the schedule numbers, and opening dates 
are as follows: 


Asparagus, schedule 877, June 22 
Catsup, schedule 848, August 17 
Figs, schedule 849, July 13 

Jams, schedule 869, July 27 
Mincemeat, schedule 878, August 17 
Pears, schedule 855, July 20 
Peaches, schedule 856, July 20 
Peas, schedule 859, July 27 
Pineapple, schedule 865, July 20 
Sausage, schedule 878, August 17 


Japanese Plan Larger Crab Output 


The Nichiro Fishery Company, a Japanese company oper- 
ating along the Soviet coast line, expects to can 60,000 cases 
of crab during the 1937 season, according to the American 
commercial attache at Tokyo. Last year its production was 
47,000 cases and in 1935 it was 29,000. 


The Japan Marine Products Company, operating in the 
Okhotsk Sea, plans to pack 200,000 cases of canned crab, or 
13,000 cases more than last year. 


Yugoslavia Ships Sour Cherries to U. S. 


A carload of sour cherries has been shipped to New York 
by the Sibenska Banka of Sibenik. The cherries were bought 
on the Island of Brac, the American consul at Zagreb re- 
ports, packed in small barrels, and will be used by American 
industries for the manufacture of liqueurs. 


Polish Ham Exports Gain 


While canned meat products of domestic origin were not 
available in Poland as late as 1935, the enterprise of the 
Polish Bacon Union and certain packing interests in Danzig 
has resulted in Polish canned meat products, particularly 
ham, becoming known in many foreign countries, according 
to the American commercial attache at Warsaw. 


Improvements in processing and in quality have contributed 
to the favorable reception of Polish hams abroad, exports of 
which totalled 113,116 metric quintals in 1936 compared with 
40,850 metric quintals in 1935. 

Polish hams can be sold at a profit in the United States and 
therefore no export bounties are applied to shipments to this 
country. Imports into the United States in 1936 of canned 
ham of Polish origin totalled 85,457 metric quintals com- 
pared with 18,857 metric quintals in 1935. 


Second-Hand Baskets Found to Comply with 
Standards 


Second-hand baskets and hampers sold by dealers in 10 
eastern markets, for use in packaging fruits and vegetables, 
have been found generally to comply with regulations under 
the United States Standard Container Acts, according to the 
U. S. Bureau of Agricultural Economics. 

The Bureau investigated the second-hand container situa- 
tion to determine whether second-hand veneer bushel baskets 
comply as to size and cubical content with Federal laws. Al- 
though no violations were discovered in the eastern markets, 
the Bureau said the investigation should be carried into other 
territories and periodic inspections made in all areas where 
used baskets are bought and sold. 

The Bureau’s investigation, which had to do only with the 
size and capacity of the containers, dealt chiefly with 1-bushel 
round stave baskets, but included a few 44-bushel round 


stave baskets, and a few 4%, %, 1 and 1% bushel hampers. 
Samples were obtained from 13 dealers in 10 markets in New 
York, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Mary- 
land. 
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INFORMATION LETTER 


CONGRESS SUMMARY 
(Continued from page 5267) 


merchandising of aquatic products and to provide for the 
establishment of a cooperative marketing section in the 
Bureau of Fisheries. A brief statement of the major features 
of the measure will be found in the Lerrer for April 3rd. 
The new bill (H. R. 7309) would increase the authorization 
for loan appropriations from $1,000,000 to $5,000,000. 

As noted elsewhere, a bill to amend the Perishable Agri- 
cultural Commodities Act has been reported favorable to 
the House. 

The Senate passed on June Ist the bill (S. 2147) reported 
from the Senate Committee on Agriculture by Senator Ellen- 
der of Louisiana, which would include honeybees within the 
marketing and orders section of the Agricultural Adjustment 
Act. The bill is now before the House Committee on Agri- 
culture. 

As noted in last week’s Inronmation Letter, three pro- 
posals to amend the Agricultural Adjustment Act so as to 
make canning crops subject to imposed control, are now in 
the hands of the Senate Committee on Agriculture. One of 
these (S, 2481 introduced by Senator Johnson of California) 
also provides for bringing honeybee producers under the 
marketing agreement and orders section. 

By its action on the Jones bill (H. R. 5722) on May 24th, 
the Senate rejected an amendment to remove the exemption 
of canning crops. Further action toward repeal of this ex- 
emption might be sought either through action on one of the 
bills now in the hands of the Senate Committee or through a 
House amendment of the “honeybee” bill passed by the 
Senate. 


Campaign for Oyster Pest Control Urged 


The Bureau of Fisheries of the Department of Commerce 
has issued a bulletin describing methods of exterminating the 
common oyster drill, a snail that gets its food by boring holes 
in the shells of oysters and sucking out the meat. In this 
way these pests consume untold quantities of oysters. 

Last season the total destruction by these marine snails 
amounted to more than $6,000,000, a sum nearly equal to the 
total income of oystermen for the season. 

Drills are found on oyster bottoms from Cape Cod to Flor- 
ida, being especially abundant in the lower Chesapeake, Dela- 
ware Bay, Great South Bay, Long Island Sound, and Narra- 
gansett and Buzzards Bays. In some localities they are more 
destructive than in others. In North Carolina, for example, 
one drill may eat from 30 to 200 oysters in a season, de- 
pending on their size, while in New Jersey a drill may destroy 
more than 300 spat or young oysters. 

In Long Island Sound and the Chesapeake, 60 to 70 per 
cent of the season's crop of seed oysters are often killed by 
snails, while in Buzzards Bay the destruction may run to 
more than 80 per cent of seed oysters less than a year old. 

The Bureau of Fisheries is urging oystermen to conduct a 
campaign of eradication during the warm weather months 
while the snails are active and feeding. Trapping should 
begin in the spring as soon as the drills begin to move and 
should continue to the advent of cold weather. July and 
August are the most favorable months for trapping. 


WOULD AMEND LICENSING ACT 


Pro in Definition of “Dealer” in 
Perishable Agricultural Commodities Law 


A proposed change in the definition of the term “dealer” 
in the Perishable Agricultural Commodities Act was favor- 
ably reported by the House Committee on Agriculture on 
June 1. The proposal (H. R. 6762) was introduced by 
Representative Buck of California. 

Under the Act, which has for its general purpose the 
regulation of interstate commerce in the marketing of fresh 
fruits and vegetables and the suppression of unfair prac- 
tices, dealers in such commodities are required to be licensed 
by the Department of Agriculture. 

Following is the present definition of who shall be con- 
sidered a dealer under the Act, with the proposed amend- 
ment in italics: 

“The term ‘dealer’ means any person engaged in the 
business of buying or selling in carloads any perishable 
agricultural commodity in interstate or foreign commerce, 
except that * * * no person buying any such commodity 
for canning and/or processing within the State where grown 
shall be considered a ‘dealer’ whether or not the canned 
or processed product is to be shipped in interstate or foreign 
commerce, unless such product is frozen or packed in ice 
within the meaning of paragraph 4 of this section.” 

The paragraph referred to in the recommended amendment 
defines perishable agricultural commodities as fresh fruits 
and fresh vegetables of every kind and character whether 
or not frozen or packed in ice. 

The explanation of the recommended change as contained 
in the committee reports states that it “is intended to amend 
the definition of the term ‘dealer’ as now set forth in the 
Perishable Agricultural Commodities Act in such a way as 
to carry out the intent of Congress when the Act was orig- 
inally passed and make it clear that packers of jruits or 
vegetables that are frozen or packed in ice are required to 
be licensed.” 

The bill would also strengthen other provisions of the Act 
along lines developed through the administrative experience 
of the Department of Agriculture. 
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